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Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 

We want to welcome you to AP Language! It is such a great class; you’re in for a real treat!  Our goal is to make you a 
savvy reader and writer. Working toward that goal is going to be a lot of fun, and with a positive attitude and strong 
work ethic, we know you will have a successful year in AP English Language. Your choice to take AP Lang demonstrates 
that you are on the road to a successful college career. With that in mind we want to help you learn “to write effectively, 
argue persuasively, solve problems creatively, and adapt and learn independently” (Falk qtd. in Turkle 247). If you have 
any questions about the assignment or the class, please email Beth.Morgan@cobbk12.org or  
Kirstene.Lohlein@cobbk12.org.  We’ll see you soon - 
  

The Reading: ONE book: Educated by Tara Westover and TWO essays: “Superman and Me” by Sherman Alexie 
https://tinyurl.com/yp9xb8je and “Learning to Read” by Malcolm X https://tinyurl.com/28twuwp5 A writing task will 
accompany these essays when you return to school in August, so please familiarize yourself with them. 
 

The Assignment: While reading Educated, pay special attention to Westover’s method of arrangement; this is one way 
to look at her writing. Mark sentences or paragraphs that are especially well written so that you can come back and give 
them further attention after you finish her story. For example, you might mark the first paragraph of the memoir 
because the imagery appeals to you; that might be something you want to write about, OR you might find something in 
subsequent pages that appeals to you even more. The main thing is to notice Westover’s skill. What can you learn from 
studying her writing?  (see page 2 for ideas on how to select and analyze passages) 
 

Task 1: Write ONE OR TWO dialectical journals for each of the following chapter sets. Each set is roughly 75 pages.  
1. Prologue – Chapter 7 
2. Chapter 8 – Chapter 16 (ends Part One) 
3. Chapter 17 – Chapter 26 
4. Chapter 27 – Chapter 40 

 

Here’s an example for the novel, The Great Gatsby **teacher commentary italicized in parenthesis  
 

Imagery (I’ve labeled the thing I noticed about the writing, the reason I selected the sentence.) 
“What foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams that temporarily closed out my interest in the abortive sorrows and 
short-winded elations of men” (Fitzgerald 7).  (I’ve written the quote with proper quotation marks and parenthetical 
documentation.) 
 

Response 
I wanted to write about this sentence because it is thought provoking and has an interesting use of imagery.  Using strong 
visual imagery, Fitzgerald allowed for multiple interpretations of this sentence.  “Foul dust” could possibly relate to 
laziness since that is the reason why dust exists, a lack of motivation to clean and tidy a room or place.  Dust also suggests 
an idea of aged existence.  “In the wake of his dreams” could allude to a funeral, which is possibly a harbinger for a death 
in the story of a main character.  “Abortive sorrows and short-winded elations of men” is a strong sentence to say “I don’t 
care.”  The use of “abortive” could also relate to the sudden and unexpected death of a character.  (I’ve tried to look at 
the sentence from many angles to get as much as I can from Fitzgerald’s imagery. My goal is a well-developed response of 
at least moderate length. So, between 8 and 10 sentences. Obviously, this example is shorter than our expectations.) 
 

These entries should be typed in MLA format; they’ll be submitted to Turnitin.com after school begins.   
 

Task 2: While you’re reading, please look for words that are not in your lexicon; it’s really all about the words and we’d 
like you to add some new ones to your vocabulary this summer.  Aim for at least 25 (define them!). Keep a running list 
with the word, the page number, and the definition. 

Example: lexicon (summer reading sheet) – a working vocabulary of a person, so it’s the words I know and use 
   

Summative Assessments: Summer work will be assessed in a variety of ways, certainly the work you turn in to 
Turnitin.com, but also maybe a graded discussion, or an in-class write, or group work, or some combination of all of 
these.    
 

Be prepared to turn in both your responses AND word lists during the first week of school. 
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Choosing Passages from the text: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For example, you might mark 

 Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or rhetorical devices 
 Passages that remind you of your own life or something you have seen before (**Note you should not have 

more than ONE entry that is a personal response. Rather, your entries should be analysis based.) 
 Structural shifts or changes of rhetorical mode 
 A passage that makes you recognize something you had not noticed before 
 Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, words 
 Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 
 Information you find surprising or confusing 
 Passages that elicit a strong reaction in you 

 

Responding to the text: 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is that your observation should be 
specific and detailed. Each entry should be a lengthy paragraph (8 to 10 sentences minimum). 

Basic responses to the text (Please note you should have NO MORE THAN ONE of these responses) 
 Give your personal reactions to the passage 
 Discuss the ideas or actions of the author 
 Discuss how the passage reminds you of your own experience 
 Write about what the passages makes you think or feel 
 Agree or disagree with the author/passage  

Higher level responses to the text (Please note that the bulk of your responses should be this type) 
 Analyze the passage for use of specific rhetorical devices (repetition, tone, sentence structure, specific word choices, 

imagery, etc.) 
 Make connections between different ideas or events within the text 
 Discuss words, ideas, attitude, or actions of the author 
 Analyze a passage and its relationship to the memoir as a whole 
 Discuss whatever it was that made you think a passage was especially well done 

 

Rubric we’ll use to evaluate your journal responses: 
Critical Reader (detailed, elaborate responses) this student will score between a 90 and 100 
** extra effort is evident, ** entries are well developed, ** includes more than the minimum responses, ** quotes are 
relevant, important, thought provoking, and representative of the big ideas in the memoir, ** there is inference, ** 
evidence of a dialogue with Westover, ** sentences are grammatically correct with correct spelling and punctuation 
 

Connected Reader (detailed responses) this student will score between an 80 and 89 
** solid effort is evident, ** many entries are well developed and all are sufficiently developed, ** includes an adequate 
number of entries, ** passages are relevant and connect to the big ideas in the memoir, ** entries exhibit insight and 
thoughtful analysis, ** entries show some ability to make meaning of what you read, ** the general significance of the 
passage is discussed, ** sentences are generally grammatically correct with minimal spelling and/or punctuational errors 
 

Thoughtful Reader (somewhat detailed responses) this student will score between a 75 and 79 
** there may be an insufficient number of entries, ** many entries may be underdeveloped, ** passages are of interest 
to you, but do not connect with the big ideas of the memoir, ** at times, entries exhibit insight and/or thoughtful 
analysis, ** connections are made but analysis is not offered, ** entries simply react or respond to the passage, ** 
sentences are mostly correct, but there are careless spelling, punctuational, or grammatical errors 
 

Literal Reader (simple, factual responses) this student will score between a 70 and 74 
** insufficient number of entries, ** responses exhibit limited (or no) insight, ** the entries are underdeveloped, ** the 
responses restate the passage being discussed, ** minimal (or no) connection to the big idea of the memoir is noted, ** 
some passages may be misread or misinterpreted, ** sentences are often grammatically correct, but there is a patten or 
errors which would seem to suggest a lack of effort 
 

Limited Reader (perfunctory responses) this student will score below a 70 
** insufficient number of entries, ** little effort is evident, ** the passage was confusing to you, but seemingly little 
effort was made to figure it out, ** responses are unclear, ** passages are simply restated, ** entries are riddled with 
errors  
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