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Mrs. Debbie Tennyson, Principal

Mrs. Jane Griffeth, Assistant Principal

Mrs. Lori Kotarba, Kindergarten Counselor

Mrs. Nikka Velazquez, PTA President

Mrs. Kate Pollard, Kincaid Foundation President

KC, School Mascot
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▪ About Kincaid

▪ Parent Handbook

▪ A Typical Day in Kindergarten

▪ Preparing Your Child for Kindergarten

▪ Role of the School Counselor

▪ Tips for Transitioning to Kindergarten

▪ Kincaid PTA

▪ The Kincaid Foundation 
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▪ 580 Students

▪ 5 Kindergarten Classrooms

▪ Teacher/Paraprofessional

▪ Class size 16 – 18

▪ 14%  Special Education

▪ 12%  ESOL Services

▪ 21%  Gifted Services

▪ 18%   EIP Program



Ne

▪ Students arrive between 7:15am and 7:45am

▪ Tardy bell rings at 7:45

▪ Dismissal at 2:15

▪ Bus Rider

▪ Walker

▪ Car Rider

▪ After School Program (until 6pm)
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• Registration Fee – one time $20

• Daily Rate - $10/day

• Pre-paid Program (online)

• ASP Program Include:

• Snack

• Homework time

• Outside Play

• STEM Activities

• Technology
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• Sponsored by the Kincaid Foundation

• Clubs include:

• Art

• Dance

• Soccer

• Theater

• Chess

• Coding

• Spanish

• And more!
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www.cobbk12.org/kincaid

RESOURCES

• ASP

• Cafeteria

• Calendars

• K Parent Site

• More!

http://www.cobbk12.org/kincaid
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Birthday treats sent in by individual 

families are not permitted. Birthday treats 

and drinks can be pre-ordered through the 

café only by using this order link. 

Please allow a 1-week notice when requesting 

birthday treats

Do not send in treats, balloons, or party 

invitations for select students. 

Use Membership Toolkit to contact other 

families about birthday parties

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLS4XR-WMzcdFutmKRRnA6qFURE1JUUYxQUdCRU8zNDdKTkVSOUpPQkw1Ny4u
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Parents can also have their child’s birthday 

displayed on the school marquee using this 

order link. 

Payments are accepted through Check, 

Cash or MyPaymentsPlus

With MMP, Select

"Activities & Events“ -> "Fundraisers"

IMPORTANT:

Payments for birthday treats or marquee 

message must be made separately.

Please allow 48-hour notice for a marquee 

message.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLS4XR-WMzcdFutmKRRnA6qFUMzlJQUdPQUIxVVVRQkRHVDBROEw0SjA0Vy4u
http://url503.cobbk12.org/ls/click?upn=oq5wnnHoD1NAxpT8rNAGXImERPiELiyVAwtdCiVVQE9yzF0ILtuqVHnL40a-2FnCz3WIfg_1d8x-2FErz1xG-2FismnOOGEuF3azzflcbOkrzYupCdW-2BoMrqMBvTjF2eak7ai0WnCdCNfi1qKPsnPOyGHzMrahYtg8GWgW81IAb7jofa9snxNNyGstRnmf1rb35sKYe2nWD-2FfctwEi42nk-2FdO7Ac5wEgEeKAEcdIqlQmL9o1Z4f-2FIf-2BoqaDr1W0Frm-2BACgH-2FH5ByEl0er3brJO6MRnfd2iux-2BC8-2FjO8lV0zLxC9MxXVTRer-2FypZOvau4-2FsiWyT7qscx79jIgd67noGStUsXMy4Ycg-3D-3D
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In accordance with state law, all 

visitors are required to sign in in 

the front office upon arrival and 

wear a visitor’s badge at all times

while in the building.
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A Typical Day

▪ Morning Meeting / SEL

▪ Phonics, Reader’s Workshop, Writer’s Workshop, 
Math, Social Studies, Science
▪ Whole Group Instruction

▪ Small Group Instruction

▪ Centers

▪ Snack and Recess
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More…

• Guidance Lessons

• Media Center Storytime
and Book Check-out

• Daily Enrichment Classes
• PE

• Art

• Music

• STEM Lab
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Communication
• Daily Communication Folders

• Email (Don’t rely on email for transportation changes)

• CTLS

• Conferences (October and as needed)

• Report Cards (October, January, March, May)

• GKIDS (ongoing Kindergarten assessment)
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How to Prepare My Child…
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Language Arts

▪ Read with your child everyday. 

▪ Help your child learn to identify 
all the letters of the alphabet.

▪ Teach your child how to write their first name
beginning with a capital letter followed by lowercase letters.
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Math

▪ Help your child learn to identify the following shapes: circle, 
square, rectangle, and triangle.

▪ Practice writing numbers 0-5 

▪ Count up to 10 objects
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Other Helpful Skills

▪ Teach your child their address.

▪ How to tie their shoes.

▪ How to button pants and shirts and 
zip up their jacket.

▪ Encourage your child to become 
comfortable attending to his/her 
bathroom needs.
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Why is it Important to 
Read to your Child?

▪ At the end of Kindergarten, a child has been in 

school a total of 1200 hours...

▪ The same child at the same age has been 
outside school for 52,000 hours.”

▪ In a YEAR kids learn 4,000-12,000 new words 
by reading books.

▪ Kids who read 1 million words each year 
score in the top 2% on standardized tests. 
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Mrs. Kotarba
▪ (770) 578-7238

▪ lori.kotarba@cobbk12.org

▪ http://www.cobblearning.net/lorikotarba/

mailto:lori.kotarba@cobbk12.org
http://www.cobblearning.net/lorikotarba/
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WILL MY CHILD SEE THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR?

ALL students will have classroom lessons twice a month on social 
emotional learning skills (SEL), academic skills, and career awareness 
in their classroom

SOME students will have small group lessons weekly on friendship 
skills, coping skills for managing big feelings, or changes in the family-
with parent permission

A FEW students will have individual counseling sessions, for a few 
weeks, after parent consultation

MANY parents will have conferences, meetings, calls, emails and 
referrals to outside agencies 
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Decrease or phase out naps. For preschoolers who still take a nap, begin decreasing nap time so that 

he/she will be ready for a full day by the time kindergarten starts.

Practice talking to adults. Kindergartners will be meeting a lot of new adults at our school. Teachers, 

media specialist, nurse, bus drivers, counselors and other support staff will all be interacting with your 

student. Please let them know it’s okay to talk to the grownups at school. Have your child practice saying 

their name “loud and proud”. You can also help your student get comfortable talking to adults by ordering for 

themselves at restaurants, the public library or the doctor. 

Play “school” at home over the summer by sit on the rug in front of you for a story, write their name, 

answer questions by raising hand. Play “lunchroom” in your kitchen by answering questions about different 

food choices and carrying plate to the table.

Establish bedtime routines. Resume the regular bedtime routines about a week before school starts 

to help ease the kindergarten transition. If you let your child stay up a little later during the summer, for 

example, gradually get back to the bedtime you will expect when kindergarten starts. Talk to your child about 

why you are doing this and how it will help his/her back-to-school transition.

TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR CHILD



Ne

Plan time for breakfast. Having a good breakfast before leaving for school is 

important. Be sure to adjust your morning schedule to account for the extra time for 

your child to enjoy breakfast or make a plan for your child to eat at school.

Establish a morning routine. Do a “dry run” of the new morning routine, 

whether it is walking to the bus stop with your child, driving to the new school, walking 

together to school, etc. to see how much time it will take. Cobb typically does a bus 

ride along before school starts. 

Expect exhaustion. Kindergarten is a busy place. Your child may come home 

tired or be irritable at bedtime or in the morning. Move bedtime up and be consistent in 

your morning routine.

TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR CHILD
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▪ Kincaid PTA is membership-based. 

▪ We advocate for our students, staff, and families. 

▪ Our goal: to create an environment for academic 
excellence and community engagement.

Where there is a child, there is a need for advocacy. 

Where there is a PTA member, there is an advocate.
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▪ Inclusion and Diversity Initiative
▪ Cougar Pride Awards
▪ Reflections Contest
▪ Honoring our Heroes Writing Contest
▪ Celebration of the Arts Festival
▪ Must Ministries Food Drive
▪ Teacher Appreciation
▪ And much more…
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▪ Get involved and help Kincaid shine. 

▪ Involvement is voluntary. Give a little or as 
much time as you can.

▪ Some tasks can be done from home.

▪ A list of programs/activities will be provided 
at the first general PTA meeting - participate 
and show off your talents.
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• PTA Website (kincaidpta.org)

• General PTA Meetings (4 X year)

• Cat Tracks - Digital Newsletters 

• Mrs. Tennyson’s Weekly Message to Parents

• Announcements/Flyers sent home

• Through Social Media - Come Find Us!

@KincaidFoundationandPTA
@KincaidPTA (Twitter and Instagram

Questions?  Email president@kincaidpta.org

https://kincaidpta.membershiptoolkit.com/
mailto:president@kincaidpta.org


Ne



Ne

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that raises funds to benefit students at Kincaid

Mission

To provide resources to all Kincaid Elementary students so they may receive a 
diverse, state-of-the- art education that fosters accelerated achievement through 

enhancements in curriculum, technology, and facilities. The Foundation will 
accomplish this through collaboration with the school administration, PTA, our 

families, and the community.

Vision

The primary goal of the Foundation is to partner with the administration at Kincaid 
Elementary to keep our school on the cutting edge of education. We strive to 

financially support our school with educational enrichments that will boost student 
achievement across all grade levels.
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• The Kincaid Foundation Board consists of 

parent volunteers who usually hold positions 

for two years. We work together with 

Administration and teachers to help meet the 

needs of the school.

• The Kincaid Foundation and PTA work 

together to streamline fundraising efforts at 

Kincaid. The Foundation supplies the PTA 

with a grant each year allowing them to 

advocate for students and engage families.
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▪ Family Investment Campaign

▪ Foundation After-School Clubs (FACs)

▪ Cougar Run

▪ Foundation Fridays
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To learn more…

Go to:   kincaidfoundation.org

To get involved…

Email:     president@kincaidfoundation.org
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Date Event

May 18, 19 and 24 Kindergarten Screening (by appt)

Thursday, July 28th Meet and Greet

8:00 – 9:00

TBA Bus Ride Along

Monday, August 1st First Day of School
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